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Grade Inflation An analysis of the Grades of High Schools Graduates in
Riyadh and Al Madinah Al Monawrah in 2003

Haifa Al Kadi, PhD

Assistant Professor of curriculum and evaluation

The purpose of this study was to determine the extent of grade inflation in
high school. The grades of 38399 female high school graduates in 1423 were
analyzed using descriptive meth.

The results revealed that grades were high according to the criteria of
normal distribution especially in Riyadh schools. Private schools grades were
higher than public schools grades and this result is true also for both Riyadh and
Al Madinah Al Monawrah, and across all courses.

The most important results were concerning grade inflation which was
measured by comparing final exam grades with all grades taken before. This
procedure was effective in measuring the size of inflation in both the total scores
and the components of these scores. This method was justified by the fact that
the final exam was the one exam prepared officially by Ministry of Education
and administered to all students. The rest of exams were prepared by schools
teachers.

The general findings revealed that grades were inflated for the majority of
the courses, and it was more evident in private schools than public high schools.

Based on the findings, it was recommended that more weight should be
assigned to final exam, and Ministry of Education should come up with a new
exam com. Finally, it was recommended that grades should be analyzed

annually to deduct grades inflation.
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